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V1, Stall Development

To dac, the Soull: Shore African Village Collaborative has held several comibined com-
munity partners and network school meetings  Aside lrom other issues, Stuff Develop-
ment has been discussed. A joint school statt development day has been tzntatively
scheduled for August 30, to be held at South Shore Community Academy, lor the purpose
of addressing the development of the Fifth Grade Community Service Curriculun and the
co-related components of African Centered Learning; as well as; African and Caribbean
international computer partnership exchanges A sub comumittee has been ormed that is
currently attempting to secure Dr, Asa Hilliard, author of the first complere African cen-
tered curriculum (entitled the Portland Model) as the keynote speaker.

Lastly, CIESS’s tiwee day teachers confercoce, held in March of this yea -, sponsored a
presentation on the state of implemented African Centered Curricula. This was dehivered
by Dr. Jacob Carouthers, professor at Inner Cities Studies [nstilule, As 4 sonsciousness
raising session, il reccived rave reviews and has prepared the way for the curriculum
readiness survey, which is expected 1o be administered during the fall.
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Worklng Draft
Grade 5 Curriculum Resource Unit SSAVG

Community Service
Proposed Titie-Leadershlp In the Community (Vlllage): E/ders and Youth

Working Together

Submitted by: Yvonne R. Jones

Rationale
A pasic premise of the ancient African community was that, "N¢ Zne is born wise.”
Therefore, it wes the responsibility of tha wise elders to transmil knowledge 10 the
youth. Thus, intergenerational continuity was maintained as sldars informed,
explalned, imparted, and showad by example how one ought 1o bahave to be
successtul in Iite. The Instruction of Ptah Hotep, a text from ancient Egypt clearly
demonstrates this process or pedagogy. The sage, Ptah Hotap, instructs the youth in
Medew Nefer, Good Spesch. Good Speech is the ancient Egyptian mode of
instruction, but it is also the art of thinking clearty, speaking articuiately, and acting in
a& manner that Is harmonious with others. Good Speech represents ethically and
morally correct speech and behavior. Like Plah Hotep, all leaders in ancient Eqypt

wore expected to exhibit this trait,

Today, given the magnitude of the social problems that conf:unt many African
American communities, the tradition of wise instruction is as nececsacy as it was five
thousand years £go In the Nile Valley. Therefors, a unit on commurity service with an
emphasls on Isadaership and the role of elders In the development of our youth is
appropriate. The elders need lo speak so all can benefit from their wisdam. Our
children need 10 hear what their parents, grandparents, great grancyarents, and other
gldars have 10 say. Qur children need o know the beliefs, values, tnd practices that
have sustained their elders. Qur children need to emulate the ways ol the wise elders,
Our children need to understand the historical context of our strugjles for liberatlon
frotn those forces that seek to destroy us. Our ¢hildren need to understand the positive
outcomes of giving of salf and serving others. Qur children nged to rcalize that work Is

necessary {0 maintain a healthy and viable community.

By offering a practical community service component to this unit, our children will be
given the opportunity to operationalize the ideas they have learnad about feadarship.
Serving othars can provide a positive experignce for our youth by enhancing their
understanding of the world of work, instilling within them prid2 in  their own
accomplishments and self-worth, and increasing awareness of the need of others.
i

After participating in this unit on community service, studants should Javelop a greater
respect for gell, family and community; have a greater sensé of social responsibility
and self worth; and exhibit leaderghip fraits that are vital to the healthy sundval of ouc
community. Thus, intergenerational continuity will be maintained for postarity. (See M,

Angelou’s, Black f-amily Pledge)
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